Pelicans Mini Tournament Report

8 February 2015

U12 Boys B Team
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Manager: Laura Tompson Wright

Alexander Brooks (Captain)

Matthew Burton

Sam Archer 

Casper Lind

Angus Reid Edwards (GK)

Adam Jones
Plus the odd guest player!
Dragons B v. Dereham
A lovely Sunday morning and Dragons B started their day against Dereham. They spent much of the early part of the match penned in their own end of the pitch, with some excellent clearances by Angus in goal, and stoic defending by Alexander, Adam and Matthew. As they got more into the game Casper and Sam made some good breaks forward, and along with more defending by all the lads, deserved their draw. 0 - 0

Dragons B v. Magpies B
Started the game with some defending again and unlucky to go behind. Then some good attacking play by Adam and Sam lead to Sam scoring to level at 1 - 1. More good defending, followed by an excellent drive by Casper almost leading to a winner, and they were just going forward again as the bell rang. A well deserved draw. 1 - 1

Dragons B v Magpies A
Some very big Magpies put the Dragons under pressure from the off, with just a rare break by Sam relieving the pressure. Magpies then got 2 quick goals. More breaks forward by Sam, Matthew and Casper relieved the pressure, and die hard defending and excellent goal keeping by Angus denied Magpies any further goals. 0 - 2

Dragons B. v. Pelicans
The lads were unlucky to go 1 -0 down after some good defending and conceded 2 further goals from long shots. Good breaks forward from Casper and Jake, but no goals. 0 - 3

Dragons B. v Norwich City
A lovely goal from Jake gave the Dragons the lead, followed by an excellent save by Angus to keep the Dragons ahead. Sam broke forward to gain their first short corner. Lots of pressure on the Norwich City goal failed to get a goal, and a rare attack by Norwich resulted in a goal and a draw. 1 - 1

Dragons B v Dragons A
Good team goal by the A`s followed by determined defending by Alexander and Matthew. B's on the back foot with good goalkeeping by Angus. Good drive forward with sustained pressure on the A`s goal by Sam and Casper. More good defending by Alexander and Harvey, couldn't stop a second good goal by the A`s but the game finished with another good drive forward by Casper and Sam. 0 - 2

A good day had by all in the sun.

By Alex Brooks

U12 Girls A team
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Manager: Robert Coyle

Charlotte Carr

Charlotte Knight 

Lucy Buxton (Captain)

Nicky Dawson

Tilly Connors Beckett (GK)
Harriet Marlee

Stella WW

Maddie Reynolds

Sofia Groves
Match 1 v Watton
We started off very strong with Maddie scoring a brilliant first goal which was shortly followed by Charlotte Carr with the 2nd goal, Harriet Marley scored the third and Charlotte Carr with the 4th. The entire team played amazingly and it was a fantastic first match with good passing and all girls finding good space. The final score was 4-0 !!!

Match 2 v Pelicans
Great defending by Stella W W and Nicky Dawson , and Charlotte Knight making good interceptions but unfortunately Pelicans managed to score. Tilly Connors Becket made some great saves, the final score was 0-1

Match 3 v Magpies
Another good match which we thought we could win, and again we all played well. Harriet scored a great goal but Magpies soon equalised.  The final score was 1-1, just enough to mean we were in the semi-finals.

Match 4 = Semi-finals v  Magpies 1
A really hard fought match against some very hard hitting Magpies.   We played some really good hockey trying hard to defend against this strong team.  We thought we had done all we could for a 0 - 0 score but in the very last second of this 8 minute match somehow the Magpies scored!!

Last match :  (for 3rd or 4th place) v Norwich City
We all kept playing well although we were now really tired.   This match was to see whether we would finish 3rd or 4th.   The ball went up and down the pitch but luckily we managed to get a goal so the final score was 1-0 and we finished the tournament in third place.

by Lucy Buxton
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U10 Boys A team

Manager: Crossy 

Ben Panter (Captain)
Edward Cross
Freddie Royall
Theo Korn (GK)
Jake Reynolds
James Cross
Sam Reynolds
Match 1 – Dragons A vs Pelicans A

Dragons played some excellent hockey.  With the games being only 8 minutes one way, we had to get into the match quickly and make an impact.  We scored 4 goals, Freddie Royall scored 3 goals, and Jake Reynolds scored 1.  The final score was 4 – 0 to Dragons, a great result.  As a team we passed and moved the ball very well.  We couldn’t have given a man of the match for this game, because we all played so well and as a team.

Match 2 – Dragons A vs Dragons B

We played some very good hockey again, it was 4-0 to Dragons A.  Freddie Royall scored a hat-trick once again, with the other goal coming from Jake Reynolds.  The B team played very well and were improving all the time, and there wasn’t much difference between the teams at the end.  Our teamwork and passing wasn’t quite as good in this match.

Match 3 – Dragons A vs Watton

We played confidently and improved with every game, and in this match our passing was very good.  We won the match 5-0, with goals coming from Freddie (3), James Cross (1) and Jake Reynolds (1).  Our attacking players were served with excellent crosses which provided some great opportunities to score.  A great team effort all round.  Our goalkeeper didn’t need to make a save all game.

Match 4 – Dragons A vs Magpies

This was a much more challenging match, we had to work very hard for a result.  We won 3-0 but it didn’t come easy.  Freddie again scored, with the other two goals coming from our goal machine Jake Reynolds.  Once again a great team effort, and a brilliant match for the players and spectators.

Match 5 – Dragons A vs Norwich City

Our last match was a brilliant finish to the tournament, we were all on a high from winning all of our matches and playing so well all tournament.  This match was again a fantastic team effort, with everyone playing their part.  James Cross scored four goals and Jake scored 1, final result being 5-0.

We won all of our matches with maximum points, Dragons U10A were victorious once again.  All the players enjoyed the tournament and played their part in a brilliant win.  Roll on the next tournament.

By Ben Panter, aged 10.
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U12 Boys A team

Manager: Owain Diver Hall

Alex Wolfe (GK)

Daniel Murphy

Joe Beadman

Jonny Taylor 

Isaac Diver Hall (captain)

William Bowman

Arjuna

It was sunny and warm... yes, warm in Kings Lynn for a hockey tournament!?

First off was Magpies who had us pinned back for a bit. One shot from them was enough to put them ahead and we never got back into it. Playing in bibs against Dereham didn't phase us; Daniel put in his first undercut reverse shot of the day to get the winning goal. 

Norwich City were next up; we expected a tough one but soon got into our stride and put some clever play together in midfield; good runs down the wing from both Jonny and William and we put pressure on their D. Daniel swung another reverse undercut from the edge of the D and found the left corner. 1-0 win.

Magpies B had us under a bit of pressure with an early short corner but solid defending from Joe and Arjuna enabled us to break and score at the other end (reverse undercut from Daniel of course- is there another way to score?). We were in a strong position at that stage and knew that we had to beat Pelicans to stand a chance of winning overall. 
From the start, their strength in the middle had us pinned back and a goal down before long and we were unable to use the width to keep their danger man out of the game. A second, third and fourth had us reeling but as soon as William picked up a square pass, we were down in their D again. Too late.. a bruising 5-0 loss. 

Playing our friends in Dragon B was a great way to end the morning. With just Arjuna keeping things tight at the back, Joe came up into midfield and we were able to keep the pressure up. Daniel picked up two more reverse sweep goals for a 2-0 win, giving us 3rd position after all. 

Well played everyone; a fun day of hockey in the sun.

Player of the tournament: Daniel Murphy

By Isaac Diver-Hall and Owain

U10 Girls Team

Manager: David Pentin and Emma Buxton 

Amy Beadman (Captain)
Kaitlin Wolmarans 
Mia Bailey
Nola Mitchell (GK)
Olivia Tighe
Lilly
Mima Watson
Piper Hempsall
Evie Marlee

MATCH 1: DRAGONS U10 GIRLS v PELICANS U10 GIRLS

Dragons made a good start to their first game of the tournament and had all of the early pressure.

Mima forced a good save from the Pelicans goalkeeper and then Dragons won two short corners in a row, with Mima shooting just wide from the second. Dragons continued to press forward and the Pelicans goalkeeper had to make another save from a Mima shot. Dragons earnt another short corner and Mima shot narrowly past the post.

Pelicans made probably their only attack of the game, but were repelled by good defensive play from Olivia.

The whistle blew for the end of the game and, although there were no goals, it was a good start to the tournament for the Dragons girls, who played some very positive hockey. It certainly felt that Dragons would have won the game had it gone on for a bit longer (games were only of 8 minutes duration).

Final score: Dragons 0 - 0 Pelicans

MATCH 2: DRAGONS U10 GIRLS v WATTON U10 GIRLS

Once again, Dragons started very strongly, with a determined run and shot from Mima. On this occasion though, the goals soon followed. First of all, Mima scored from a powerful shot that their goalkeeper could do nothing about and then Mima ran in from the right-hand side and scored a 2nd just moments later.

Their goalkeeper made a double save, before Dragons won a short corner which resulted in a good pass from Amy on the right that Evie pushed just wide of the post. Mima was searching for her hat-trick, but shot just wide in the next attack; but she was not to be denied and scored her 3rd goal shortly afterwards.

Dragons were still making all the running and won another short corner, before Mima scored her 4th goal of the game. The game ended and, in the two games played, Nola in goal had not touched the ball!

Final score: Dragons 4 - 0 Watton

MATCH 3 : DRAGONS U10 GIRLS v MAGPIES A U10 GIRLS

This was a much closer match-up. Dragons started well and exerted some early pressure on the Magpies goal, but then it required some strong tackling from Piper and Olivia to keep Magpies at bay.

Magpies had the first shot of the game, but it went wide. Lilly and Kaitlin in midfield put in some good tackling and harrying and then Mima had the chance to run at the left-hand side of the Magpies defence and shoot. There followed more Dragons pressure, before Magpies came back into the game and Evie and Olivia had to work hard to stop them getting into the D.

This was a very even match and could have gone either way.

Final score: Dragons 0 - 0  Magpies A

MATCH 4: DRAGONS U10 GIRLS v NORWICH CITY U10 GIRLS

Another close game. The early pressure was exerted by Dragons, but they could not get the early goal that they hoped for. Some strong tackles were made by Piper and Amy and Olivia worked hard on the left, but then City scored what proved to be the only goal of the game.

Piper made a lot of tackles and one strong run out of defence, but then the whistle blew for full time.

Final score: Dragons 0 - 1 Norwich City

MATCH 5: DRAGONS U10 GIRLS v MAGPIES B U10 GIRLS

The game began with Olivia, Amy and Lilly making some good tackles in midfield. Olivia then displayed some good stick work on the left-hand side, which led to a shot by Mima which was blocked by the Magpies defenders. Mima then had a shot across the face of goal, which just rolled wide of the far post. Next, Mima fired the ball across the goal but no Dragons player could get on the end of it.

Dragons continued to exert pressure upon the Magpies goal, earning three short corners in quick succession with the best chance going to Mima, whose shot was flicked over the bar by a Magpies defender.

Magpies attacked the Dragons goal, but the shot just ran wide. The clock was ticking down as Dragons won another short corner - a well-worked move saw Mima flick the ball across the face of goal but Amy could not quite reach it.

Final score: Dragons 0 - 0 Magpies B

MATCH 6: DRAGONS U10 GIRLS v DEREHAM U10 GIRLS

The last match of the tournament for the Dragons started extremely well with Mima scoring almost from the start after a determined run from midfield. This was followed up by positive play from Olivia and Amy that helped set up Mima for a second goal.

There was no let up in the effort from the Dragons girls with Amy, Kaitlin, Olivia and Lilly all featuring strongly. Dragons won three short corners in a row, but were not able to convert any of the opportunities.

Dereham gained a short corner, but Dragons defended it well and advanced upfield where Piper scored the 3rd goal. Piper and Olivia continued to put in some good tackles and Amy made a good run before the whistle went for full time.

Final score: Dragons 3 - 0 Dereham

OVERALL

The tournament was won by Norwich City, with Magpies A second and Dragons in third place (joint third with Pelicans I think). There was really not a great deal between these three teams and the girls should be very pleased with their efforts on the day.

Thanks to David Pentin, who coached the team, and the parents for their support. Finally, thanks also to Pelicans for hosting and all the teams who participated.

By Lee Beadman.

U10 Boys B Team
Manager: Jason Wolfe

Raphie Connors Beckett (captain)
Will Panter
Oscar Holt
Alex Marjoram
Harvey Nkrumah
Monty Patel
Rahul Kaushal
 Jack Foulger Wills
The Boys’ U10B team took up the gauntlet of the early match start-time usually reserved for the girls, and took to the field at Kings Lynn for a 9.30am push-back.

Starting out slightly slowly against a strong-looking Magpies side, the boys soon discovered their rhythm and we saw some fantastic teamwork being used to great effect. Time and again, the defence and midfield gained possession of the ball, passing it skilfully up the wings and to the attacking players. However, in spite of their consistent efforts they couldn’t find the back of the net, and the game finished with a no-score draw.

The second game saw the boys picking up speed and successfully calling for, and passing, the ball to avoid the concerted efforts of the Dereham attackers. Some great footwork by the goalkeeper, supported by a neat and compact-looking defence was rewarded by … failure to score against us. With the teams so evenly matched, we too were unable to score, leaving us with our second no-score draw.

Our third game, against Norwich City, saw the boys battle bravely against a strong and well-organised team who, in the sixth minute of play, were able slip a ball past our hard-working defence into the back of our net. Rallying well, and encouraging each other in true Dragon style, the boys fought back but were beaten by the whistle. The one-nil defeat was definitely a disappointment, but was more a consequence of an 8-minute time limit than of the quality of play demonstrated by the boys. 

The final match was played against Watton for the purpose of order of placement. Having been up against some very tough opposition against a vast majority of A-team sides, the boys really relaxed into their last game and played some very tidy hockey. The sense of team-spirit was strong, the play was smooth, and although the game ended again in a nil-nil draw, the boys did themselves really proud.  Some lovely strong hits up the pitch, great runs by individual players, and lots of passing and teamwork showed the U10B boys’ team off in its best light.

Having not played regularly as a team, and including a mix of both experienced and newer players, the boys worked really hard and very impressively, and gained valuable experience and confidence. Well done U10B boys – a great effort!  

By Persy and Raphie

U12 Girls B Team

Manager: Persy Magdalene 

Emily Hooper

Orla Hardiman

Sophie Barrow

Elizabeth Collinson

Beatrice Harrison

Yllandah Brown 
Simran Rai

Zarina Duffield
The U12B Girls played four games during the tournament, and being the only B team in our group, showed incredible resilience and team spirit in the face of some incredibly tough opposition. After a slow and slightly chaotic start, quickly and resolutely punished by our first opponents (and arch rivals!) Norwich City A team, the girls picked themselves up, dusted themselves down, and started all over again…

The second match against Dereham A team was also a difficult game, with their attacking players putting us under constant pressure and providing daunting opposition! In spite of the best efforts of our defenders, we couldn’t keep the ball out of the net, and didn’t even get a chance to pass the ball to our attacking team members. It was something of a one-sided match, but our team play was much improved, and we took away some ideas for future training sessions!

Our third match put us up against Magpies A team who, as expected, were formidable opponents. The girls were hitting their stride by now, and the match saw some great play down the wings and up to our attackers (who unfortunately couldn’t sneak the ball past their goalie in spite of several good attempts), as well as some really fabulous work in both defence and mid-field. In spite of another loss, the girls showed true Dragon courage in the face of adversity, and left the pitch with heads held high!

The final match, which was a play-off, was fought hard by a team of Dragons who although they had resigned themselves to not being placed amongst the ‘winning’ teams, nevertheless showed their winning spirit by demonstrating incredible tenacity and growing confidence in their team play. Some sticks held aloft, and balls cleared in front of the goal let us down in terms of play, but the girls’ attitude, resilience, and support for one another could not be faulted.

We were eventually placed 8th out of 8 teams, but we learned some good (hard!) lessons along the way. However, what was most impressive about the day was the support that the girls showed to each other both on and off the pitch, which made me really Proud to be a Dragon!!

By Persy Magdelene
